
City of Deer Park  
City Council Meeting 
Municipal Building 
February 23, 2015 
 
President Comer opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer. The Clerk 
read the roll. Mr. Donnellon, Mrs. Hedger, Mr. Lehane, Ms. Newsom, Mr. Perin, Mr. Rapp, Mr. 
Tassell. Mr. Donnellon motioned to excuse Mrs. Hedger. Mr. Perin seconded the motion. Motion 
carried by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Approval of Minutes  
Mr. Tassell motioned to approve the minutes from the February 9, 2015 City Council Meeting. Mr. 
Rapp seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Public Comment – Citizens and Guests – None 
 

Standing Committee Reports  
Legislative and Finance Committee  
January 2015 Auditor’s and Treasurer’s Reports 
Mr. Tassell motioned to approved the January 2015 Auditor’s and Treasurer’s Reports as all is in 
balance. Mr. Lehane seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
ORDINANCE #2015-04 Appropriation Ordinance  
Mr. Tassell asked the Clerk to read ORDINANCE 2015-04.  So read. Mr. Tassell motioned to move 
ORDINANCE #2015-04 to the 2nd reading for March 9, 2015 and was seconded by Mr. Lehane.  
Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mr. Lehane – aye, Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. 
Tassell – aye. Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCE #2015-05 FOP Labor Contract 
Mr. Tassell asked the Clerk to read ORDINANCE 2015-05.  So read. Mr. Tassell motioned to waive 
the three reading rule and Mr. Donnellon seconded the motion.  Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mr. Lehane – 
aye, Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion carried. Mr. 
Tassell motioned for adoption and was seconded by Mr. Perin. Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mr. Lehane – 
aye, Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion carried. 
 
RESOLUTION # 2015-06 Authorizing Auction of Surplus Equipment 
Mr. Tassell the Clerk to read RESOLUTION 2015-06 So read. Mr. Tassell motioned to waive the 
three reading rule and Mr. Donnellon seconded the motion.  Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mr. Lehane – aye, 
Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion carried. Mr. Tassell 
motioned for adoption and was seconded by Mr. Perin. Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mr. Lehane – aye, Ms. 
Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion carried. 
 
ORDINANCE # 2015-07 Preliminary Participatory Legislation for SRTS Project 
Mr. Tassell asked the Clerk to read ORDINANCE 2015-07.  So read. Mr. Tassell motioned to waive 
the 24 hour rule and was seconded by Mr. Lehane. Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mr. Lehane – aye, Ms. 
Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion carried. Mr. Tassell 
motioned to waive the three reading rule and Mr. Perin seconded the motion.  Mr. Donnellon – aye, 
Mr. Lehane – aye, Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion 
carried. Mr. Tassell motioned for adoption and was seconded by Mr. Donnellon. Mr. Donnellon – aye, 
Mr. Lehane – aye, Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion 
carried. 



RESOLUTION#2015-08 Authorizing Legislation to Prepare a SRTS Infrastructure 
Grant App. Mr. Tassell asked the Clerk to read RESOLUTION 2015-08.  So read. Mr. Tassell 
motioned to waive the 24 hour rule and was seconded by Mr. Lehane. Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mr. 
Lehane – aye, Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion carried. 
Mr. Tassell motioned to waive the three reading rule and Mr. Perin seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Donnellon – aye, Mr. Lehane – aye, Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – 
aye. Motion carried. Mr. Tassell motioned for adoption and was seconded by Mr. Donnellon. Mr. 
Donnellon – aye, Mr. Lehane – aye, Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – 
aye. Motion carried.  
Safety Committee 
School Safety Program 
Mr. Lehane announced that Officer Dave Battin recently taught a class to students about stranger 
danger. Other grades in addition to 2nd and 3rd graders also participated. 
 
Mr. Lehane highlighted several recent safety events:  
On Friday, 2/22/15, a person trying to pass bad checks from real accounts with fake IDs was caught at 
First Financial Bank. Amberley Police Department was dispatched for back up as Officer Battin was 
transporting evidence from CPD Criminal Investigation Section. Bank employees stalled the suspect 
in the drive-through. The arrestee is not being identified at this time as they are implicated in similar 
offenses in multiple jurisdictions. Mr. Lehane noted that the employees of the bank did a good job and 
thanked the Amberley Police Department for back up. 
 
Update in missing child case: A Texas Child Protective Services Office refused to take a child into 
custody unless signs of abuse or neglect were shown. The missing child was taken to Texas by his 
mother.  The father had custody and the child was taken without proper authority. 
 
There has been only one accident reported during the recent snow storms.  
 
Last Tuesday at the Fire Board Meeting Denny Meador Jr. was sworn in as the new Fire Chief. A 
gathering to celebrate Don Newman’s retirement will be announced soon.  
 
Mr. Perin gave hats off to the Deer Park Police for the great job they are doing and to Amberley for 
catching the suspect passing bad checks. Mr. Perin also offered his congratulations to our new Fire 
Chief Denny Meador Jr. 
 
Public Works Committee 
Winter Operations 
Mr. Tassell stated that our salt delivery is complete. Snow is piled up and it is difficult to park on the 
street. Mr. Berens stated the service department works on 12 hour shifts during snow storms to keep 
our streets safe. Parking areas are plowed last as main areas of roads are plowed first. President 
Comer inquired as to why we don’t have snow emergency rules in place. Mr. Berens stated we can 
pass an ordinance if we choose to do so. Lt. McCormick, in attendance tonight, stated most of the 
houses have limited sloped driveways so it’s hard to park 1 or 2 vehicles in a snowstorm and that there 
is very little space on the streets.  
 
Ms. Newsom stated there was a complaint on the city’s Facebook page regarding Redmont Avenue not 
being plowed during the snowstorm. Mr. Lehane stated that gravel cannot be plowed. President 
Comer reminded that the Asphalt plant shut down and this is the reason why the Redmont Avenue 
Improvement Project is not able to be complete until spring.  
 
The heat exchanger in the city building, nearest the police department, needs replacing. The cost is 
$2100.00 and it is on back order. Currently they are maintaining temps at 60 – 65 degrees.  



There has been some concern about residents shoveling snow into the street. Lt. McCormick and Mr. 
Berens both stated that the Police and Service Departments will educate residents if they see this 
happening as it can impede the plowing efforts. 
Mr. Perin stated that he rode along with the Service Department during a recent snowstorm and that 
they do a great job.  
Mr. Tassell stated that spring is just around the corner as picnic tables are being painted.  
Residents should let the city know if there are any potholes so that they can be fixed.  
 
Report of Special Committees / Boards  
Park Board Report 
Mr. Perin gave the Park Board report for Mr. Preston. The annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place on 
Saturday March 28. The Park Board will meet on March 25 at 7 p.m. to prepare for the event.  
Mr. Berens is meeting soon with Superintendent Mr. Jeff Langdon to discuss the plans for the new 
tennis courts made possible by the NatureWorks Grant.  
 
Citizen Questions or Comments on Agenda Thus Far – None 
Correspondence (Clerk of Council) & Miscellaneous – None 
New Business – None 
 
Reports from other City Officials  
Treasurer – None  
Law Director – None 
Auditor – Mr. Applegate announced that the auditors are still here and all is going well. All city 
employees must fill out a related party/transactions form for the city.  
Safety Service Director – None 
Mayor’s Report – None 
 
Executive Session – RE: To Discuss Employee Compensation and Benefits 
At 7:25 p.m., Mr. Perin motioned to retire to executive session to discuss Employee Compensation 
and Benefits, to include the council members, Mr. Berens, Mr. Applegate, President Comer, Mrs. 
Seitz, Mr. Helmes and Mr. Todd. Mr. Donnellon seconded the motion. Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mr. 
Lehane – aye, Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion carried. 
 
At 7:34 p.m., Mr. Donnellon motioned to end executive session and reconvene the regular meeting. 
Mr. Lehane seconded the motion. Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mr. Lehane – aye, Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. 
Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Tassell motioned to have Mr. Helmes redraft a 3 year contract for the March 9, 2015 City Council 
meeting for the Chief of Police to coincide with the regular police department contract. Ms. Newsom 
seconded the motion. Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mr. Lehane – aye, Ms. Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye 
Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Lehane announced that money for Council members for the Student Government night dinner is 
due to Mrs. Hedger by March 9. The cost is $15.00.  
 
Adjournment 
Mr. Perin motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Lehane.  Motion passed by a 
unanimous voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m.   
 
____________________________               ___________________________ 
Joseph W. Comer         Joanie Perin-Seitz 
President of Council        Clerk of Council 


